April 6th, 1772 – this present day of the LORD God
Almighty

1881, Brick Sanctuary
We Know as Trinity is
Built

1794, Log Sanctuary
Built for Public Worship
called Spindler’s
Meeting House

1874, Bethany On the
Hill Boarding School &
Congregation Begun

April 6th, 1772
Anna Margaret Barger
Baptism

Revolutionary War
War Between the
States
1838, English is
Incorporated
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1919, Trinity &
Bethany On the
Hill Congregations
come together to
relocate to
Waynesboro and
Dedicate a New
Sanctuary in 1924,
and a School in
1928

2010, the
Congregation Votes
to Relocate Ministry
from Waynesboro to
Fishersville with a
New Ministry Facility
Dedicated in 2019

1939, Bethany is a
Charter Member
of the
Southeastern
District, LC-MS

1885, A School is
Built at Trinity

1892, Keinadt Family
Monument Dedicated

World War I

Vietnam War
World War II
Korean War
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We hope you enjoy the history of how the LORD’s mission has shaped
us. On the left of each page significant dates are listed along with an icon
to mark the description of the event:

…mark interesting tidbits in history pertaining to the Shenandoah
Valley

…mark interesting tidbits in “Bethany’s” congregational life

…highlight particular points that were shared during our 250th
anniversary year

…mark significant events in “Bethany’s” congregational life

…mark the ministry of Pastors in “Bethany’s” congregational life

…mark important times of our partnership with various synods,
including the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
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50 - 53
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54 - 56

Appendix D: A History of our Cemetery

57 - 58
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1669

John Lederer, a German explorer, visits The
Shenandoah Valley; seeing
the expanse of the green
valley he prostrated himself upon the ground,
saying: "God is nigh!"

Early 1700’s Immigrants from Pennsylvania migrate “up” the
Valley – this means they came from the north to
the south since the rivers in
the Valley run north - these
immigrants

included

the

Berger (Barger) family who is
instrumental

in

Bethany’s

history
1730’s

The Cemetery grounds at our Trinity location are
used; this is the first cemetery in the South River
region – see Appendix D for a history of the
cemetery

1745

Jacob Berger is born and is referred to as the
“patriarch” of our congregation

Who was Jacob Berger? The Berger family came to the
Shenandoah Valley early in the 1700's, and where Jacob
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Berger was born in 1745. This Jacob Berger is referred to as the
“patriarch” of the congregation. However, none of his descendants
are part of Bethany today. He married Elizabeth Hedrick and their first
child, Anna Margaret, was born October 28, 1771. Margaret would
marry Casper Koiner. Five other Berger children were baptized
between 1773 and 1794. Jacob Berger's wife and children remained
at their home while he served under General George Washington
during the Revolutionary War as one of Washington’s person body
guards – known as “Life Guards.” When Jacob returned, he settled
with his family on a large tract of land in Augusta County

1748

The town of Staunton is laid out;
Augusta

County

was

estimated to be 20% German
Mid-1700’s to 1788

Rev. A. Naumann is the first Pastor

to preach here and probably held services no
more than once or twice a year; people
congregated in homes or barns for worship,
baptisms,

weddings

and

funerals;

Rev.

Naumann was killed in 1788 by a falling tree

April 6th, 1772

Anna Margaret Berger (Barger) - Jacob &

Elizabeth’s daughter, is baptized - the first
“official” record of our congregation; early
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settlers brought with them copies of Luther's
Bible, his Catechism, and their hymnbooks; as
soon as a cabin had been built and their crops
planted, they usually sought out others of their
faith, gathered several families in a house, barn,
or schoolhouse for devotional meetings, the
laymen among them conducting simple services
when a minister was not available
Who was Margaret – this child whose baptism, April 6, 1772,
was the first recorded, official act of our congregation? Anna
Margaret Barger, known as Margaret, was born October 26, 1771.
She was the daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Barger, born in
Rockingham County, but grew up in Augusta County. Her father,
Jacob, served as a bodyguard for General George Washington in the
Revolutionary War. After the war, the family began farming; their farm
is still in the Barger family, located within a mile of Trinity on Rockfish
Road. Jacob is considered the patriarch of the Lutheran Church at
Koiner’s Store, aka, Trinity. He died suddenly on August 24, 1794, at
the age of 49. As family lore has it, he was working on the site of the
“new” Trinity log church building when he collapsed and died. Now
Margaret was apparently a lively and vivacious young lady who
attracted the attention of Casper Keinadt. As Casper had newly
moved into the neighborhood with his family, and a German Lutheran
to boot, their meeting and marriage are a logical extension of the
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society of a tightknit German farming community of that era. However,
her father, Jacob, was not happy about this. So, in March, 1788, the
couple eloped to Staunton, were married, and cleared the hotel
before Jacob arrived to stop the wedding. “Family” history has it that
when Jacob realized what had happened, “he made haste to
Staunton and found the wedding party in a hotel eating breakfast. He
went in, raised a racket, turned over a table, but could do nothing
further except pay the bill for the broken dishes.” Jacob and Casper
did reconcile and Margaret and Casper went on to have a strong
marriage twelve children. The majority of Keinadt descendants at
Bethany today are directly related to this line. (thanks to Kathy
Denney, a Keinadt descendant, for this “Blast From the Past”)
1772 – 1820

The congregation is a member of the
Pennsylvania Ministerium – see Appendix B for
a history of “How the Missouri Synod Joined Us”

Religious Discrimination in Pre-Revolution Virginia: early in the
settlement of the Commonwealth of Virginia there was an
established state religion. When our congregation was organizing in
the 1770’s there was no separation from the state religion of the
Church of England, or, the Anglican Church. All Virginia households
were taxed to support Anglican parishes and their priests. Laws were
imposed obligating all Virginians to attend Anglican services.
Individuals who did not obey could be jailed or put int the public
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stocks. Other church bodies were routinely harassed. Virginia
residents could only be married in an Anglican church or in a civil
ceremony with a justice of the peace (e.g., Casper Keinadt &
Margaret Barger). Churches of other faiths, including our own first log
church on the cemetery grounds, were identified with the generic term
“Meeting House.” (The Lutheran circuit-riding Pastor who served this
area was Rev. Adolph Spindle (Spindler); the log church was known
as “Spindler’s Meeting House.”) In the mid-1700’s there was in influx
of believers from other religious backgrounds including Baptists,
Methodists, and Presbyterians. While the Virginia aristocracy still
dominated the religious, political, social and cultural aspects of the
Commonwealth, the established legal church was weakened.
Following the Revolutionary War America began to move toward the
separation of church and state. Founding fathers Thomas Jefferson,
James Madison and John Adams viewed freedom of belief to be more
important that religious conformity. Eventually religious freedom was
advanced by the Virginia Statue for Religious Freedom, written by
Thomas Jefferson, and passed by the Virginia General Assembly in
1786 and the ratification of the Bill of Rights in 1791. (thanks to Vicki
Hanson for this “Blast From the Past”)

The Revolutionary War, 1775 - 1783

The United States of

America is formed following the Revolutionary
War; six men from the congregation who fought
to bring us freedom lie at rest in our cemetery
10

1770’s

Michael Keinadt, having arrived in in America in the
early 1700’s, migrates with his wife Margaret and
12 of their 13 children (9 sons & 3 daughters)
from Pennsylvania “up” the Valley (from north to
south is called “up” because the rivers in the
Shenandoah Valley flow from the south to the
north) following the Revolutionary War. The
Keinadt name, originally “Keinath” in Germany is
now spelled Koiner, Koyner, Coiner and Coyner

Who was Michael Keinadt? As best as can be determined from
documents and family history, he was a German immigrant,
born in Onstmettigen, Germany, in 1770. Onstmettigen is a small city
in what is now the current federated state of Baden-Wurttenberg, in
the southwest part of Germany. He was baptized in the
Onstmettingen church where other Keinadt ancestors are buried.
Although Keinadts inhabited the land from 1000 A.D., official records
were not kept until the 1500’s. The first Michael Keinadt of record is
1567-1620. Looking for a better future in the New World, he
immigrated to America through Philadelphia in the 1740’s. He started
his new life in commerce, making five voyages across the Atlantic,
but it is unknown as to what he was trading. By various accounts he
was a chain-maker, a smith and locksmith, with one account
mentioning knives, hardware and another guns. On his final trip he
persuaded his sister to come with him. Tragically, a bad storm blew
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his sister overboard. Michael’s goods were all thrown overboard in
order to save the ship. With his sister and his trade goods lost at sea,
it appears that he made his way inland once he got home. He
resurfaced in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, where there is
recorded his marriage to Margaret Diller on February 21, 1749.
Michael and Margaret were the parents of thirteen children. By 1785,
the sixth child, Casper, was ready for adventure. He traveled to
Augusta County, Virginia, and was so enthused by the land in the
Valley that he returned home and by 1789 had persuaded his entire
family, save one brother, to move to Virginia. By 1893 there were over
100,000 descendants of this couple, with 30,000 still living. (thanks to
Kathy Denney, a Keinadt descendant, for this “Blast From the Past”)
The Keinadt Bible: people who traveled across the Atlantic to
the New World took very few, precious possessions with them.
Typically, each passenger could bring one small trunk, no larger than
a suitcase. In addition to a few pieces of clothing, a man might bring
a few tools of his trade and some seeds to plant; a woman would
bring a memento like a tea cup and saucer or a piece of lace.
However, many of them also brought their Bibles, catechisms and
hymn books which took up precious space. Michael Keinadt’s Bible
is a Luther translation that was published in Halle, Germany, in 1748.
It contains the handwritten family history and is now in the possession
of Kathy Denney, a Keinadt descendant. (thanks to Betty Kitzmann,
a Keinadt descendant, for this “Blast From the Past”)
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The following are our living, baptized members who trace their
ancestry thru the Michael Keinadt family – they are listed by family lines
and the generations color coded. Michael Keinadt had 13 children. The
Keinadt line can be traced at Bethany through three of Michael’s sons - George
Michael, George Adam and Casper.
6th
Generation

7th
Generation

+ From son, George Adam Keinadt:
George Coyner, II

8th
Generation

9th
Generation

10th
Generation

Anne Coyner & Mary Adams

+ From son, George Michael Keinadt:
Harold Henkel
+ From Casper’s son, David Keinadt:
Ann Baker
(Hope Farr) Reggie
Tony Farr
Tina Blackwell

Matthew Blackwell
Allison Blackwell
Harleigh Blackwell

+ From Casper’s son, Martin Keinadt:
Marcia Childress & Rick Tolley
+ From Casper’s son, Simon Keinadt:
Betty Kitzmann
Kathy Denney
Cy Denney & Mary Crawford
(William Miller, Sr) Lorraine
William Miller, Jr
Jenny Cline
Camden & Connor Cline
Kellie Marks
Weston & Dylan Marks
Bobby Miller
Brooke Sheets
Carolyn Lyles & Mark Miller
+ From Casper’s son, Samuel Keinadt:
(Jack Knowles) Peggy
Phillip Knowles
Hank Coyner
Craig Coyner
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1788 - 1794 The Rev. Adolph Spindle (Spindler), who was
presumably a native of Germany and ordained in
1803 by the Pennsylvania Ministerium, serves as
Pastor

1794

In Crimora, on the property we know as “Trinity”,
Jacob Barger, Casper Koiner, Michael Koiner,
Nicholas Busch and Kasper Clemen build a log
church, the first Lutheran Church in Augusta
County; it is 36' x 40' and located nearly in the
center of the present cemetery; it became known
as Spindle's Meeting House, as the Rev. Adolph
Spindle (Spindler) preached here until about the
year 1800; benches for
seating

were

not

installed until 1804; the
origin of the cemetery
is relayed through the Keinadt family history by
the Rev. E.T. Coyner, “. . . it was used as a
cemetery about 1730 or 1740, beginning in the
northeast

corner where

the

graves were

arranged in rows facing the east. There were
several graves outside the present fence about
1880, which, like the first hundred graves inside
the fence, were marked only with rough flat
14

stones...mostly with no dates on them...This
cemetery was possibly the first cemetery of the
whole section of South River. The conclusion is
inevitable that either there was some sort of
church organization long before the log church
was built, or that the church acquired the
cemetery from some private parties long before
1796.”

1794 - 1797 The Rev. Paul Henkel of the Henkel family of
New Market serves as Pastor
1796 – 1841 It is recorded that Holy Communion was
celebrated once per year

1797 - 1800 The Rev. Adolph Spindle (Spindler) returns for
a second tenure as Pastor

The Hymnals We Use: As with their Bible, the first settlers to
the Valley brought with them their hymnals. These German
hymnbooks became the way the music of the early Lutheran church
was preserved. The Henkel family of New Market were known for
publishing Bibles, catechisms and hymnbooks, along with other
religious materials for congregational use in the Valley. The “Henkel
Press” originally printed in German, but switched to English as the
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population grew in the Valley. The original German hymnbooks were
combined for use in the United States and we find that one of the
earliest hymnals for our use was printed in Baltimore in 1889. It
gathered resources from Lutheran hymnals from 1879 to 1882.
“Coyner’s Congregation,” otherwise known as “Trinity Lutheran
Church,” adopted English early on and used the “old green hymnal.”
This was the accepted hymnal of the English District which formed in
1911. Over time new adaptations of hymnals were accepted. Many of
us are familiar with the 1941 “red/blue” hymnal, known as “The
Lutheran Hymnal” (TLH), which was a joint effort between various
synods. Then, in 1986, the “Lutheran Worship” (LW) blue hymnal was
produced. In 2006 the maroon, “Lutheran Service Book” (LSB) was
introduced; this is the hymnal we use today. (thanks to Gary Pingel
for this “Blast From the Past”)

1800-1810

The Rev. John Foltz, a native son of the Valley,
serves the congregation; he led services every
six weeks

1810-1823

The Rev. George Henry Riemenschneider
serves as Pastor

The War of 1812

The congregation sends six men to

fight in The War of 1812; they lie at rest in our
cemetery
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1820 - 1823 The congregation belongs to the Synod of
Maryland and Virginia

1823

The congregation defeats a motion to have English
preaching, but in 1837 the last communion
service in the German language is held and by
1838 all records are kept in English

The Transition to English: Sprechen sie deutsch? For the first
60 or so years of our congregation’s history the answer was
“Ja.” When our German ancestors immigrated to the New World they
retained their native customs and language. For our congregation the
language was German, including in its schools. However, our
congregation began to adopt the English language early on in the
history of American Lutheranism. This transition began to filter in
during the early 1800’s. In 1824 there was a proposal to adopt English
within our worship life, but that met resistance. For some there was
the concern that English was not suitable for the elaboration of
Lutheran theology that was written in German. Others feared the loss
of their German Lutheran identity if English was adopted. But in 1938
the church council decided to transition our congregational language
to English. “For the sake of the mission of Jesus Christ” most
definitely influenced this change, which was part of the original
founding of the English Conference/Synod of 1911 and the
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Southeastern District of 1939. (thanks to Vicki Hanson for this “Blast
From the Past”)

1823 - 1868 The congregation belongs to the Evangelical
Lutheran Tennessee Synod

1824

A popular speaker, the Rev. M. Meyerhoffer, seeks
to intrude himself into the congregation, causing
a division among the people, and results in the
forming

of

Zion

Lutheran

Church six miles to the south of
Crimora (now united with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)

1824

The congregation is referred to as Koiner’s Church

1824-1829

The Rev. Ambrose and Philip Henkel serve as
Pastors from the Tennessee Synod, sons of
Rev. Paul Henkel

1831-1833

The Rev. John N. Stirewalt serves as Pastor

1833-1837

The Rev. Ambrose Henkel serves as Pastor
again
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1837-1866

The Rev. J Killian of North Carolina serves as
Pastor beginning at age 18 and marries Julia
Ann Koiner, the great-granddaughter of Michael
Keinadt

1838

The original log church, Spindle's (Spindler’s)
Meeting House, is replaced on the same spot in
the cemetery by a new brick building 36' x 40',
called “Koiner's Church”

1838

A congregation is established near Mt. Solon, called
St. Paul's, to serve a group
which settled on the North River
(now united with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America)

Traveling by horse and buggy/sled in the winter was
hazardous, the main danger being frostbite; to
help keep themselves warm travelers would heat
rocks in their stoves and then bundle them and
put them at their feet in the buggy or sled; the
rocks would keep them warm for about seven
miles and then frostbite would threaten; hence,
while it doesn’t seem that far between churches
today

by

car,

it

was

by

horse

drawn
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transportation and it necessitated the building of
churches these distances apart

1847

What we now call The Lutheran Church – Missouri
Synod is formed but Trinity does not yet become
a member of Synod

1854

The congregation builds

Bethlehem Lutheran

Church, located 4 miles south of
Waynesboro,

to

accommodate

those living in that area (now united
with

the

Evangelical Lutheran

Church of

America)
The War Between the States, 1861 - 1865 – This is “The
country's darkest hour” and saw the garden spot
of Virginia become a beaten track and camping
ground of both armies, and at the close of the
war the Valley was a scene of desolation; in May
of 1865, Sheridan swept through Augusta
County, met General Early at Waynesboro, and
in a short battle crushed him; people of no other
section of the country suffered more than did
those of the Valley; seven men from Koiner's
congregation had to leave their homes to join in
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the battle – one was killed, one taken prisoner
and two were wounded, and those who
remained at home had countless stories to tell of
the difficult times, with frequent raids on their
food supplies, and other scars of war that were
to be visible for many years; seventeen veterans
of this war lie at rest in our cemetery

1866-1875

The Rev. J.E. Seneker serves as Pastor and
marries

Sarah

Coiner,

the

great-great-

granddaughter of Michael Keinadt; his grave is
marked by a headstone at the approximate site
of the pulpit from the log structure built in 1794;
you can find it in the cemetery

1866

A parsonage at Trinity is built on three acres to the
northeast of the grove

1868 - 1876 The congregation belongs to the Concordia
Synod of Virginia

1871

A Presbyterian minister, while preaching a funeral
sermon in Koiner's Church,
preaches against Lutheran
doctrine; this causes the
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congregation to adopt a resolution to admit only
Lutheran preachers to its pulpit; however, some
members disagreed and withdrew, building
Mountain View Chapel to the north of the
parsonage; the original sanctuary was torn down
in 1950; the cemetery still remains

1874

A wooden structure called Bethany “On the Hill” is
built one mile north of Waynesboro for the
convenience of some older members who are
not able to attend Koiner's Church; services are
held at Bethany “On the Hill” and Trinity on
alternate Sundays

1876

The congregation belongs to the Evangelical
Synodical Conference of North America

1877-1879

The Rev. P.S. Swinehart serves as Pastor

1876 - 1881 The congregation belongs to the Concordia
District of the Joint Synod of Ohio

1878

It was resolved: "to make an effort
to establish a parochial school,
the location of the house to be
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on the extreme right hand corner of the “Bethany
On the Hill” Church lot, the size of the house to
be 18' x 24' with 10' pitch” – the school opened
in September

The Blessing of Parochial Schools: The priority of Christian
Education has long been a focus of our mission, dating back
to 1878. Through the years our schools have ranged from our current
preschool up to eighth grade. We even ran a boarding school at
Bethany on the Hill for a time. It has been the faithful, dedicated
teachers, administrators and staff that have allowed us to “lead little
hands to Jesus” through a well-known and sparkling reputation of
Bethany’s Christian education in the Valley! Our current Director of
our Early Childhood Education Center is Jayme Wilkinson

1878

The first Constitution of the congregation is adopted

1879-1916

The Rev. Frederick Kuegele serves as Pastor; at
his death the congregation placed a memorial
window above the altar in Trinity church

1880

It was recorded that, "Koyner's church was in such
a condition as to make either repairs or a new
building necessary; it was resolved that a
committee be appointed to make calculations as
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to the feasibility and cost of repairing the old as
well as the costs of a new building"; a new church
was agreed upon and a strip of about an acre of
land was bought; the new brick church was
located outside the cemetery at the southwest
corner of the grove and it was decided that "the
new church be built 45' long, 35' wide, walls to
be 13" thick with pilasters; a steeple of
corresponding height; a square ceiling 16' high;
3 windows on a side with glass 10' x 16'; 2 single
doors with arched transom"

1881

A new church is dedicated and the name "Koiner's
Church" is dropped and the new church is called
"Trinity". The full title of the
congregation
Coyner's

becomes

Evangelical

"The

Lutheran

Congregation of Augusta County,
Virginia, worshipping at Trinity and Bethany On
the Hill Lutheran Churches"
Simon Coiner’s Chair: in the Commons Area of Bethany sits
an old wooden chair (now refinished). It is unusual in that it is
a rather tall chair, similar to a child’s high chair, but proportioned for
an adult. This chair belonged to Simon Coiner, son of Casper and
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grandson of Michael Keinadt. His was a firm belief in the Scriptures
and a firm commitment to adhering to the dictates of the Book of
Concord. As he aged his hearing failed, not allowing him to fully
participate in the worship services at Trintiy. To ensure the minister
was preaching Scripture correctly and within the guidelines of the
Book of Concord, he had a chair made that would elevate him to the
level of the pulpit in the Trinity sanctuary. As legend goes, when sitting
in the “high chair” next to the pulpit he also used a large ear trumpet
so he could better hear. Another detail of the story is that Simon had
in his lap his Book of Concord and his Bible. This Simon is the direct
great-great-grandfather of the 7th, 8th, 9th & 10th generation
Keinadts of our congregation. (thanks to Kathy Denney, a Keinadt
descendant, for this “Blast From the Past”)

1882 - 1886 The congregation belongs to the Evangelical
Lutheran Concordia Synod of Pennsylvania

1883

St. James Lutheran congregation is started in
Fishersville from Zion Lutheran
Church (1824) to accommodate
the families living in the area (now united with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)
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Around 1884

The Keinadt family spreads across the

valley establishing their family farms; they raised
grains and cattle. Prior to prohibition and before
there were any regulatory laws, people distilled
their own beer and spirits, including wine for
communion. These “spirits” provided the families
another commodity to sell. The map on the
following page shows the approximate location
of the various Keinadt family farms and
distilleries belonging to many of these families…
Keinadt (Koiner, Coiner, Coyner) family farms, Augusta
County, 1884
Lutheran Distilleries; years unknown
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1885

A frame schoolhouse is built at Trinity making two
schools, one at Trinity and one at Bethany On
the Hill, and a nine-room dormitory residence is
built at Bethany On the Hill

1886 - 1888 The congregation belongs to the English
Conference of the Tennessee Synod in Missouri

1888 - 1911 The congregation belongs to the English
Conference of the Tennessee Synod in Missouri
who merges with the English Evangelical
Lutheran Synod of Missouri and Other States

1889

A new Bethany on the Hill brick church is dedicated,
moving

the

oId-frame

structure to the eastern end
of the property and fitting it
for a school room

1892

A monument dedicated to Michael and Margaret
Keinadt

is

erected

in

Trinity cemetery to replace
the

original

sandstone

marker; the reunion of the
family at Trinity Church is attended by 2,000
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“Keinadts” with the largest gathering of horse
and buggy in Augusta County

A Remarkable Koiner Picnic: At the unveiling of the Keinadt
family memorial there was a family reunion to commemorate
the event. In October, 1892, the family gathered and unveiled the ten
feet tall, Georgia-marble monument. It was erected to replace the
original slab which formerly marked the graves of Michael & Margaret.
The ball at the top of the monument is “emblematical of the history of
those who sleep beneath.” The four supporting sides display the four
ways of spelling the anglicized Keinadt name. Wreaths and gothic
ornamentation embellish the classic feel to the structure. At this
reunion, two thousand Keinadts gathered from many parts of the
country. The Staunton newspaper reported on the reunion, “Upon the
long tables aggregating 300 feet and after the multitude had feasted
to fullness there was left enough of choice food to supply a hungry
regiment…” It is said that this is still the largest gathering of horse and
buggies in Augusta County. (thanks to Vicki Hanson for this “Blast
From the Past”)

1892

The Trinity cemetery is enlarged with the addition of
a plot 80' x 188'

1892

A report is given of the previous five years support
for a mission church in Pendleton County, WV
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1893

Grace Lutheran congregation in Waynesboro is
started

from

Bethlehem

Lutheran Church (1854) to
accommodate families living
in the city of Waynesboro (now united with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)

1901-1902

Trinity Church is remodeled and enlarged, giving
it five windows along each side
instead of three, and additional
land is purchased to make an
open road into Trinity

1909

The parsonage at Trinity is rebuilt

1910

The Ladies Aid Society is organized

1911 - 1939 The congregation belongs to the English District
of the now Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod

1912

An iron fence is installed around the perimeter of the
cemetery

World War I, 1914 – 1918

Eight young men of the

congregation serve their country and all return
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safely; the ladies of the congregation become
involved in Red Cross work and relief work for
French and Belgian children; two veterans of this
war lie at rest in our cemetery
1914

Sunday School

is revived

in

place of the

Catechetical lectures on Sunday mornings.
1915

A “tracker” type pipe organ is installed at Trinity;
tracker organs - sometimes called manual
organs - have no electronic
components (except the blower,
which is powered by an electric
motor).

Nothing

about

the

instrument is designed to be replaced. In tracker
organs the pipes are housed in the same case
with the keyboard. The connection between
them is physical, not electronic: the pressing of a
key opens a small channel at the bottom of the
pipe, allowing the air to enter from the wind chest
and the pipe to sound. Organists will tell you that
there is a different “feel” to playing this type of
organ, much like using a manual typewriter
versus a keyboard – see Appendix A for a
description of our current organ
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A History of our Organs: The first reference in our
congregational records concerning an organ is from August
15, 1880, when a resolution was passed to send the organ back to
the manufacturer for repair. A further resolution on December 17 was
passed to refund Mr. Leonard Luther the $285.00 it cost to ship the
organ back. These few entries tell us much about the desire for these
German settlers to include music, and music from an organ, in their
worship unto the LORD. It is also clear that these first organs were
reed instruments since they could be packed and shipped. At a
meeting at Trinity on January 27, 1889, a motion was passed to buy
a new organ for the new, 1881, church building. By November of 1891
a new organ was procured from the Ft. Wayne Organ Company for
$1,600.00. By 1903 this reed organ was in need of repair, but a
motion to send it back to Ft. Wayne lost. This speaks to the
remoteness of the area and lack of people able to work on organs. It
is not clear if this is Trinity’s organ or Bethany on the Hill’s organ, as
by that time there were two houses of worship, but it is the end of the
history of the early reed organs of our congregation. In 1911 the
Ladies Aid Society resolved, “To respectfully petition the voting
members of Coyner’s Congregation for their consent and cooperation
to buy a pipe organ for both churches (Trinity & Bethany on the Hill).”
The Ladies Aid pledged to raise the need funds. By 1915 plans were
made to install the M.P. Moller “tracker” pipe organ that is still in
current use at Trinity. Details of the instruments at Trinity after the last
reed organs until the new Moller are uncertain; however, in a meeting
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at Trinity on July 16, 1916, it was decided to give the old organ, just
removed, to a congregation in Catawba, North Carolina. Interestingly,
the donated pipe organ was missing the “G” note pipe in the tenor
octave. It has been handed down to our own Phil Knowles (of Keinadt
descent) and now stands alone in the middle of the left half of pipes
on its own walnut chest, waiting its turn to sing its tenor “G” note again
in praise of our Creator! When the congregations of Trinity and
Bethany on the Hill merged and decided to relocate to Maple Avenue
in Waynesboro, a new organ was needed. This organ was built by the
Austin Organ Company of Hartford, Connecticut, and in
organ vocabulary is Opus 1329. It had twelve ranks of
pipes. In 1966 it was rebuilt by Mark Wetzel who added
six ranks and moved the console from the Luther Bell Tower to the
back balcony. Oral history has it that this organ, a gift from James and
Mary Olive Coyner Bolick, was valued between $25,000 and $35,000
in 1925. It served us well for the 95 years we worshiped at 100 Maple
Avenue, a testament to the fine quality of Austin organs, which is still
in business today. That brings us to our current organ, Opus 5, which
you can read about in Appendix A… (thanks to Gary Pingel for this
“Blast from the Past”)

1916-1923

1917

The Rev. E.J. Friedrich serves as Pastor

A “Young Peoples Society” is organized; it later joins
the Walther League in 1920
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1918

The congregation purchases a house at 712
Fourteenth Street in Waynesboro to be used as
a parsonage; the Trinity parsonage becomes the
home of the caretaker of the cemetery

1919

It was voted to "investigate the best interest of the
congregation as to moving to Waynesboro”
1920, February Five lots at the corner of Main
and

Maple

Streets

in

Waynesboro

are

purchased 1923 The congregation decides to
move to Waynesboro; Bethany On the Hill is in
need of extensive repairs so it is torn down;
despite the considerable opposition to forsaking
the Bethany On the Hill site, work is begun on
the new Bethany site in the Fall of 1923

1924-1929

1924

The Rev. Herbert E. Plehn serves as Pastor

The cornerstone and bricks from Bethany On the Hill
are

incorporated

structure…1925

into

the

new

Bethany

It is voted “to permit the

minister to wear a clerical robe
in the new church, but the robe
was not worn at Trinity”…1926
Bethany

School

reopens,
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having been closed in 1923; Trinity School also
re-opens; it was voted to have 6 communions per
year, and the envelope system for receiving
church offerings is adopted…1928

A school

room is added to the newly constructed Bethany
Church and dedicated for the purpose of
education

The Various Names of the Congregation: our congregational
name has changed many times over the years. As was noted
in an earlier “Blast from the Past” concerning Religious Discrimination
in the Valley, the first log church building had the name of “Spindle(r)s
Meeting House” because of the Church of England’s religious
policies. The name was taken from Adolph Spindler, our first known
Pastor. In 1838 the original log church was replaced on the same spot
by a new brick building and named Koiner’s/Coyner’s Church. It is
uncertain exactly when the name Coyner’s Church began to be used;
historians use the name Koiner or Coyner at various times in the late
1870’s and early 1880’s. With the dedication of a third church building
in 1881, the name Coyner’s Church was abolished and the new
edifice called Trinity. In 1881 the official title of the congregation
became “The Coyner’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of
Augusta County, Virginia, Worshiping at Trinity and Bethany
Churches.” In the early 19teens, when Trinity and Bethany on the Hill
began to come together as one, the name Bethany came into use as
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Bethany on the Hill was demolished and Trinity was still in occasional
use. Today, as our constitution reads, we are officially called
“Bethany-Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church and Early Childhood
Education Center (ECEC) of Waynesboro, Virginia.” (thanks to Pastor
Tim Bohlmann for this “Blast from the Past”)

1925

Through the efforts of the Senior Walther League a
Junior Walther League is formed

1926

A new school building is erected at Trinity

1929-1966

1931

The Rev. Karl H. Maier serves as Pastor

A “Trinity Cemetery Trust Fund” is established to
provide for the perpetual care of the cemetery

1938

Since services are still being held at Bethany and
Trinity on alternate Sundays it is voted to conduct
Sunday School in Waynesboro every Sunday
when services are being held at Trinity

1939

Due to the need for larger school and Sunday
School facilities an auditorium with a stage and
two basement rooms are added, including a
lavatory and kitchen
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1939

The congregation becomes a charter member of the
Southeastern District of the now Lutheran
Church – Missouri Synod

Our Connection with Conferences & Synods: from its inception
the congregation belonged to the Pennsylvania Ministerium,
but when teachings began to degenerate the congregation becomes
closely associated with the Evangelical Lutheran Tennessee Synod
in 1823 and a year later was host to the Synod’s convention. As years
went by the problem of procuring educated Pastors because acute
because the Tennessee Synod had no seminary and the other
Lutherans in the area were in a state of turmoil and change. Coyner’s
Congregation maintained membership in the Tennessee Synod until
1868 when the Concordia Synod of Virginia was organized in a
meeting ad Coyner’s Church. This little Concordia Synod of Virginia
joined the Evangelical Synodical Conference of North America in
1876 which became a district of the Joint Synod of Ohio in 1877.
Then, in 1881, the Joint Synod of Ohio withdrew from the Synodical
Conference because of the prevailing Predestinarian Controversy. In
1886 the Joint Synod of Ohio joined the Synodical Conference of the
Missouri Synod. Pastor Frederick Kuegele was a member of the
Missouri Synod who became Pastor of Coyner’s Church in 1879. He
was able to speak both German and English, the latter ability plus his
background being the main reason he was called. He helped form the
Joint Synod of Ohio in 1881 and then helped form the Evangelical
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Lutheran Concordia Synod of Pennsylvania and Other States in 1882.
When this Synod disbanded in 1886 he remained independent until
1888 when he and Coyner’s Church joined with the English
Evangelical Lutheran Conference of Missouri to form the General
English Evangelical Lutheran Conference of Missouri and Other
States. Pastor Kuegele was elected President in 1888. In 1891 the
General English Evangelical Lutheran Conference changed its name
to The English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri and Other
States. Pastor Kuegele served as President until 1899. This Synod,
meeting in St. Louis at the same time the Missouri Synod was meeting
there, joined the Missouri Synod in 1911, becoming the English
District. In 1939, Coyner’s Church, along with 39 congregations and
28 Pastors and 3500 communicant members were given a peaceful
dismissal to help organize the new Southeastern District to which we
belong today. (thanks to Pastor Tim Bohlmann for this “Blast from the
Past”)

World War II, 1939 - 1945

Thirty men and one woman,

Hannah Early Karicofe (who served with the Red
Cross in England and Germany), veterans of this
war, lie at rest in our cemetery; they served in all
combat areas and all returned safely except Lt.
John Henry Miller, Jr., who died in England, and
E. Warren Barger who gave his life in the nation's
service in the Army-Air Corps
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1940

It is voted to conduct services at Bethany every
Sunday, with afternoon worship services at
Trinity on the first and third Sundays

1941

The constitution and by-laws are revised and the
name "Coyner's Congregation" is changed to
"Bethany-Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church"

1941

Summer Vacation Bible School is started

1943

A kindergarten is established for the school ministry

1945

A men’s club was organized which was
affiliated

with

The

Lutheran

Laymen’s League
The Korean War, 1950 – 1953 Nine veterans of this war lie
at rest in our cemetery

1951

The Trinity parsonage is sold and is now a private
residence

1952

A building project adds a basement and 4
classrooms at Bethany
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1953

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League begins
meeting as part of Bethany’s mission
to the world

The Vietnam War, 1955 – 1975 Five veterans of this war lie
at rest in our cemetery

1958

Land is purchased across the street from Maple
Avenue for playground and parking use

1959

Members of Bethany assist the Southeastern
District with a new church plant,
Our Savior Lutheran Church, in
Lynchburg

1960

The 50th anniversary of the Ladies Aid Society

1963

The wooden beams in the sanctuary were cracking
and in need of replacing; the roof was raised and
new steel beams installed

1965

The Greeters Ministry is started as part of our
outreach to our guests and visitors
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1965

Chrismons are made and added to the
Christmas trees

1965

An article in the News Virginian newspaper
describes the beginning of decorating
the outdoor “Easter Cross”; that same
cross now hangs in our sanctuary

1966-1974

1972

The Rev. Karl K. Schmidt serves as Pastor

The 200th anniversary of the congregation is
celebrated with Rev. Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, The
Lutheran Hour speaker, preaching

1974

Volunteer service with Meals on Wheels begins

1975

The congregation sponsors a Vietnamese family to
migrate to America

1975-1997

The Rev. Dr. Jon T. Diefenthaler serves as
Pastor

1978

Lay readers are included in the worship services
along with an Elder to help with Holy Communion
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1978

The 100th anniversary of Bethany’s School

1986

The congregation changes hymnals to the Lutheran
Book of Worship

1986

Due

to

demographic

changes

in

Waynesboro the Grade School is
closed, much to the disappointment of
the congregation; a Preschool Ministry is started
in the fall; in later years the ministry would
expand to include Extended Care, Summer
Camps and Summer Care

1986

Bethany begins a television ministry called “Alive in
Christ”

1987

Additional parcels of land are purchased adjoining
the Maple Street property

1990 - present

The congregation begins to engage in

various
missions:
Mission

local

and

CROP
India,

international

Walk,
South

outreach

Disciples

Kitchen,

American

Mission,

Lutheran World Relief, Operation Christmas
Child, ComfortCare Women’s Health, etc.
41

1991

A new addition to Bethany is dedicated; included in
this addition are a choir room, an extended
Narthex, renovations to the Pastor’s office and
church office, and a
new room called the
Friendship
was

used

Room;
for

it
the

purpose of beginning an 8:30 a.m. worship
service

1992

A Sunday 8:30 a.m. worship service is added

1993

A full-time position is added, the Minister of Church
Growth

1996

Bethany engages in a community mission outreach
to teenagers called the Solid Rock Cafe

1997-2000

The Rev David Luecke and The Rev. Donald
Morthole serve the congregation as retired
Pastors during a lengthy vacancy

2000-2004

The Rev. Philip Ressler serves as Pastor; he is
a candidate from the Seminary
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2001

A Quilting Ministry, part of Lutheran World Relief’s
greater mission, is begun; the
sending of Personal Care Kits and
School Kits are now part of this ministry

2002

A pavilion is built at Trinity for congregational use
and includes a kitchen and toilet facilities

2005 - present

2006

The Rev. Tim Bohlmann serves as Pastor

A Strategic Ministry Plan workshop led the
congregation to “implement a
study of our facilities and possible
sites to look to relocate”; a team
was formed to gather information… August,
2010, With unanimous approval of the Servant
Leadership Council the voters approved, “That
Bethany-Trinity Lutheran Church approve the
relocation of our ministry from our current
location to a site to be determined” and that
“Bethany-Trinity Lutheran Church intends to
purchase the land offered to us along Goose
Creek

Road

for

future

relocation

after

appropriate civil engineering studies have been
completed”… March, 2012,

Thirteen acres
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along Goose Creek Road were purchased for
the relocation of our ministry

2014

Refurbishing at Trinity includes
exterior and interior painting,
new blinds, refinishing the
floors, new carpet on the
center aisle and re-paving the driveway

2016

A “Momentum Campaign” engages all members
and all aspects of our ministry with “faith-goal”
pledges secured for the building of the new
ministry facility

2016

Two acres to the west of Trinity are purchased for
future cemetery expansion

2017

The congregation approves building plans and a
loan through the Lutheran Church
Extension Fund to begin building; a
groundbreaking celebration is held
at the new site
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2018

By unanimous vocal assent the congregation
approves

an

offer

by

a

purchaser to sell the current
Bethany

building;

purchaser

is

the

known

as

“Good

Shepherd

Anglican Church at Old Bethany”…2018, June
Construction begins on the new ministry
facility…2018 – Summer 2019

Construction

continues while the congregation begins sorting
and

packing

compiling

and

for

the

relocation…2019,

July

On the 1st the papers of sale are signed and the
100 Maple Avenue building is sold to Good
Shepherd

Anglican

Church…

a

“decommissioning” of the 100 Maple Avenue
ministry facility is celebrated

2019

The new Bethany ministry facility is dedicated with
the Early Childhood Education Center at full
capacity… the bowl for the baptismal font comes
from the original font
in our Maple Avenue
facility…

the

cross

over the altar is hand45

hewn by now departed member, Dennis Martin;
for years it stood on the corner of Maple Avenue
& Main Street… the original brass cross from the
altar at our Maple Avenue facility is on display in
our narthex, along with many other important
historical markers of our rich mission presence in
the Shenandoah Valley

2020

COVID 19 invades the world and causes ministry
shifts in many ways… five members of the
congregation succumb to the virus with many
families losing loved ones through the pandemic

Sources for all quotations and information taken from Bethany-Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church’s Constitution and Church History, Waynesboro, Virginia
The history of the Evangelical Lutheran Tennessee Synod was compiled by the
Rev. Dr. Socrates Henkel; The Autobiography and Chronological Life of the
Reverend Paul Henkel 1754-1825
Thanks to the work of Esther Maier, Lewis Coiner and the Rev. Harry Gordon
Coiner for compiling our history
Thanks to Kathy Denney for researching the Keinadt family lineage
Thanks to Kathy Denney & Betty Kitzmann for editing for accuracy the dates within
this booklet

46

Appendix A – A Description of our Organ

With the plans for a new building moving forward, it was seen that here
was a chance to remember our past history and continue in our Lutheran
musical heritage. With that in mind, and the blessing of Gary and Denise
Pingel relocating to the Valley from Wisconsin, Gary designed an organ
that draws on the tonal traditions of the early American Germanic organ
builders that moved to the Shenandoah Valley along with our
congregation’s founders. These organs emphasize principal sounds and
transparent clarity to promote congregational singing. Keeping these
goals in mind, pipes and period components built by some of the finest
pipe organ builders were located and brought together. The first group of
over 1,100 and some pipes along with the console and wind chests
arrived here from York, Pennsylvania, on August 25th, 2017, via convoy
of congregation members’ trucks and vehicles. Several more trips
delivered all the remaining components to the peace and quiet of the
Trinity pavilion where Gary, along with the help of Rev. Gordon
Bohlmann, began the refurbishing process. Several of the components
were assembled but others had to wait until the whole instrument could
be installed in our new church facility – ready to lead us in praise to our
LORD for another 100 years. The console began life as a construct of
the Wicks Pipe Organ co. of Highland Park, Illinois, as opus number 3471
in 1954. Opus 3471 has been completely refurbished and rewired and
will now control its pipes through a newly built relay system of period
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components. The organ includes ranks of pipes built by the Wicks Co.
between 1945 and 1949. There are also ranks of pipes built by the M.P.
Moller Co. of Hagerstown, Maryland, in the early 1920’s including a rank
of Oboe Horns built in 1915. This is the same year that Moller built the
organ in the Trinity Church. Several other ranks, the trumpets for
example, were built by Casavant Freres in 1910, one of the most
respected pipe organ builders in the world. The beautiful, large silver flute
pipes that are seen on either side-ends of the loft were built by the Austin
Pipe Organ Co. of Hartford, Connecticut, in 1925, the same year they
built the organ in our previous location. The remaining pipes were built
by George Kilgen & Son of St. Louis, Missouri in the mid 1870’s. It is also
important to note the single pipe standing alone on a special walnut
chest. This single “G” tenor octave pipe was handed down to Phil
Knowles from an organ replaced by the Moller organ installed in 1915.
Close examination of this wooden flute pipe shows it to be made by one
of the early Pennsylvania German organ builders as confirmed by the
short-tapered pipe toe, a feature not found on any other American
instruments. The beautiful clear tone of the pipe blends perfectly with the
wooden gedeckt pipes of the new organ, and the other pipes totalling
1,444 in 25 ranks. How blessed and grateful we are to have had Gary’s
skills at work in bringing to life these pipes in Celebration of Praise to
their Creator for many more years to come with the phrase so fondly
stated by J.S. Bach: SOLI DEO GLORIA – To God alone be the glory!
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General Description: Opus 5, 2018
Speaking Stops 26

Ranks 25

Couplers 8

Pipes 1,444

Windchests 15

Regulators

Wind 3 1/2”

Wind 4”

4

Temperament: Werckmeister III

Stop List
Pedal

Swell

Great

Resultant 32

Geigan Principal 8

Principal 8

Sub Bass 16

Gedeckt 8

Stopped Flute 8

Bourdon 16

Salicinal 8

Dulciana 8

Lieblich Gedeckt 16

Voix Celeste 8

Unda Maris 8

Flute 8

Principal 4

Octave 4

Choral Bass 4

Flute 4

Nachthorn 4

Clarion 4

Nazard 2 2/3

Principal 2

Pedal Bombard 8

Piccolo 2

Mixture III

Oboe 8

Trumpet 8
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Appendix B - How Did Missouri Join Us?

Bethany-Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Fishersville,
Virginia, is believed to be the oldest land-owning
congregation in the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). However, only 40% of our years of existence have
been with the LC-MS.
1700’s

All pastors are licensed and/or ordained in the Pennsylvania
Ministerium as it was the only Lutheran church body south of
New York

1772 – 1820

the congregation is a member of the Pennsylvania

Ministerium

1787

It is recorded that, “After Rev. Muhlenberg’s death in 1787 the
Ministerium

changed

its

confessional

basis

and

the

Confessions were completely ignored and Lutheranism
continued to degenerate till a reaction was brought about.”

1803

The North Carolina Synod was formed (the first Lutheran body
south of Virginia) but it became too “liberal” and did not adhere
closely to Lutheran Doctrine
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1820 - 1823

The congregation joins the newly organized Synod of

Maryland and Virginia due to the degeneration within the
Pennsylvania Ministerium

1820

The Evangelical Lutheran Tennessee Synod is formed and
becomes known as the most doctrinal Lutheran church body
in the United States

1823 -1868

The congregation becomes closely associated with the

Evangelical Lutheran Tennessee Synod; The Rev. Ambrose
Henkel, son of The Rev. Paul Henkel, whose ancestors
worked closely with Martin Luther, start and operate the
Henkel Press in New Market, Virginia. The Henkel Press was
established originally to make religious publications available
to the German-speaking people of the Valley. As people began
to speak English, the Henkel Press becomes the first Lutheran
press in North America to publish English translations of
hymnbooks, Luther’s Catechism, and in 1851, the first English
translation of the Book of Concord; during this time there are
other Lutheran Synods, i.e., the Pennsylvania, the North
Carolina, New York, Maryland, Ohio, German Reformed of
Pennsylvania, East Pennsylvania, and the General Synod

1847, April 26

Twelve Pastors representing 14 congregations from

Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Michigan, New York and Ohio, sign
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a new church body’s constitution at First Saint Paul Lutheran
Church in Chicago, Illinois, known as The German Evangelical
Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio and Other States (later to be
named The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod)

1868 - 1876

The Concordia Synod of Virginia is organized by our

own Pastor Seneker and two others but only lasts a few years
and then becomes part of the Concordia District of the Joint
Synod of Ohio
1876 – 1881

The congregation belongs to the Concordia District of

the Joint Synod of Ohio but withdraws in 1881

1882 - 1886

The congregation belongs to the Evangelical Lutheran

Concordia Synod of Pennsylvania which disbanded in 1886

1886 - 1888

The congregation is unaffiliated with any Conference or

Synod

1888 - 1911

The congregation joins the English Conference of the

Tennessee Synod in Missouri which merges with The English
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri And Other States
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1911 – 1939

The congregation joins The “English District”, a non-

geographical district, which was accepted into membership as
part of the now Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod

1939

The congregation is a charter member of the Southeastern
District, of the now Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod; our
Pastor, The Rev. Karl Maier, is a leader in this new District

1947

The German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio
and Other States shortens its name to The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LC-MS) on the occasion of its 100th
anniversary
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Appendix C – A Listing of our Pastors

1788 & prior

Rev. A. Naumann is the first Pastor to preach here and
probably held services no more than once or twice
a year; people congregated in homes or barns for
worship, baptisms, weddings and funerals; on April
6th, 1772, Margaret Barger was baptized and is the
first “official” record of the congregation; Rev.
Naumann was killed in 1788 by a falling tree

1788 - 1794

The Rev. Adolph Spindle (Spindler), who was
presumably a native of Germany and ordained in
1803 by the Pennsylvania Ministerium, serves as
Pastor

1794-1797

The Rev. Paul Henkel of the Henkel family of New
Market serves as Pastor

1797 - 1800

The Rev. Adolph Spindle (Spindler) returns for a second
tenure as Pastor

1800-1810

The Rev. John Foltz, a native son of the Valley, serves
the congregation; he led services every six weeks
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1810-1823

The Rev. George Henry Riemenschneider serves as
Pastor

1824-1829

The Rev. Ambrose and Philip Henkel serve as Pastors
from the Tennessee Synod, sons of Rev. Paul
Henkel

1831-1833

The Rev. John N. Stirewalt serves as Pastor

1833-1837

The Rev. Ambrose Henkel serves as Pastor again

1837-1866

The Rev. J Killian of North Carolina serves as Pastor
beginning at age 18 and marries Julia Ann Koiner,
the great-granddaughter of Michael Keinadt

1866-1875

The Rev. J.E. Seneker serves as Pastor and marries
Sarah Coiner, the great-great-granddaughter of
Michael Keinadt; his grave is marked by a
headstone at the approximate site of the pulpit from
the log structure built in 1794; you can find it in the
cemetery

1877-1879

The Rev. P.S. Swinehart serves as Pastor
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1879-1916

The Rev. Frederick Kuegele serves as Pastor; at his
death the congregation places a memorial window
above the altar in Trinity church

1916-1923

The Rev. E.J. Friedrich serves as Pastor

1924-1929

The Rev. Herbert E. Plehn serves as Pastor

1929-1966

The Rev. Karl H. Maier serves as Pastor

1966-1974

The Rev. Karl K. Schmidt serves as Pastor

1975-1997

The Rev. Dr. Jon T. Diefenthaler serves as Pastor

1997-2000

The Rev Dr. David Luecke and The Rev. Donald
Morthole serve the congregation as interim Pastors
during a lengthy vacancy

2000-2003

The Rev. Philip Ressler serves as Pastor; he is a
candidate from the Seminary

2003-2005

The Rev Dr. David Luecke and The Rev. Donald
Morthole serve the congregation as interim Pastors
once again

2005 - present The Rev. Tim Bohlmann serves as Pastor
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Appendix D – A History of our Cemetery (colored words refer to colored
outlines within the cemetery)
The cemetery was in use as early as 1730-1740. History tells us that the
cemetery land was originally part of the Jacob Slagle farm and possibly
the first cemetery along this section
of the South River. The cemetery
began in the northeast corner,
graves arranged in rows facing
east. Many Biblical references are
made to looking east, so, most of
our tombstones face east looking
to the mountains. Often Psalm 121
is shared at the time of burial,
which reads, “I lift up my eyes to
the hills, from where does my help
come from? My help comes from
the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.” Graves in this northeast
corner, plus others outside of the fenced area, are marked only with
rough, flat sones, with no dates. Most markers are no longer there. In this
same general area are the graves of 6 men who fought in the
Revolutionary War. Jacob Barger, one of the congregation’s patriarchs,
was drafted in 1776 and served as bodyguard to General George
Washington. The bodyguards were also known as the Life Guard Unit.
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Near Jacob’s grave is the large, marble obelisk which is the Keinadt
monument erected in 1892 in memory of Michael and Margaret (Diller)
Keinadt. Also here is the headstone of the Rev. J. E. Seneker who served
as Pastor from 1866-1875. He married Sarah Coiner, the great-greatgranddaughter of Michael Keinadt. Pastor Seneker’s headstone serves
as the marker for the pulpit of the log church built in 1794. The current
sanctuary, built in 1871, was a site relocation from the cemetery grounds.
Turning to the west side of the blacktop drive there is another tall, obelisklike headstone, the marker of Rev. Frederick Kuegele, who served for
thirty-six years. Continuing on the west side is the grave of Dr. Oscar
Kreinheder, President of Valparaiso University, 1930-39. Back on the
east side is a large marble cross, the graves of Rev. Karl and Esther
Maier. They served our congregation and school for thirty-seven years
from 1929-1966. We have nearly six hundred individuals buried in our
cemetery. Each Memorial Day weekend we honor the more than eighty
Military Veterans buried here by marking their graves with the flag that
flew for our country during their time of service. This includes the
Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the War Between the States, World
War I, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and other military
service. The care of our cemetery and the grounds of Trinity are taken
care of through a Trust Fund established in 1931 for its perpetual care.
How glad we are that more generations will be able to be laid to rest until
the coming of the Lord in a place that is well-cared for. (thanks to Ruth
Coyner, in-law of the Keinadt family, for this history of our cemetery)
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First “official” sanctuary – a 30’ x
40’ log cabin – once located on our
Trinity grounds

“New” Bethany on the Hill
sanctuary built in 1889

Brick sanctuary
built in 1881
called Trinity

Bethany in Waynesboro built
in 1924

Bethany in Fishersville built in
2019

59

…Christ Jesus Himself is
the chief cornerstone.
In Him the whole building
is joined together and rises
to become a holy temple in
the Lord!
Ephesians 2:20 & 21

Sharing the Life & Love of Jesus
Christ with All!
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